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. Expressng ideas dearly in writing.

L evels of Achievement

Criteria Exemplary Proficient Marginal Unacceptable

Content Even, baanced information Information providesfirm Information supportsthessat | Paper does not successfully
clearly and effectively support for thes's and times. Anayssisbasc or identify theds. Andyssis
supports a central purpose or | displaysevidence of abasic | generd. Reader gainsfew vague or not evident.
thessand digplaysa andydgsof asufficiently indghts Reader is confused or may
thoughtful, in-depth andyss | limited topic. Reader gains be misnformed.
of aaufficently limited topic. | someingghts.
Reader gainsindghts.

Organization Theideas are arranged The ideas are arranged The writing is not arranged The writing lacks any
logicaly to support thethess. | logicaly to support thethesis. | logicaly. Frequently, idess | semblance of logica
They flow smoothly from one | They are usudly dearly linked | fail to make sense together. organization. The reader
to another and are clearly to each other. For themost | Reader can figure out what cannot identify aline of
linked to each other. Reader | part, reader can follow lineof | writer probably intends but reasoning and loses interest.
can follow line of reasoning. | reasoning. may not be motivated to do

SO.

Purpose Thewriter's purposeis Thewriting hesafirm The purpose is not always The purposeis generdly

readily apparent to the purpose, but may clear. uncleer.

reader.

occasondly digress from the
purpose.




Criteria

Exemplary

Proficient

Marginal

Unacceptable

Voice Thewriting iscompdling. It | Thewritingisgenerdly Thewriting isdull and Thewriting haslittle
hooks the reader and sustains | engaging, but occasondly perfunctory. Though the persondity. The audience
interest throughout. pedantic. The communication | paper may have some quickly losesinterest and

is generdly focused and interesting parts, readersfind | stops reading.
interesting. it difficult to maintain interest.

Tone Thetoneis conggtently Thetoneisgenerdly Thetoneis not conagently Thetoneis not professond.
professona and appropriate | professond. Ingenerd, itis | professiond or appropriate It isingppropriate for the
for the audience and for the | appropriate for the audience | for the audience and purpose. | audience and purpose.
purpose (e.g., letter, memo, | and purpose.
proposa, application,
research summary, report,
scholarly communication).

Sentence Structure Sentences are well phrased Sentences are well phrased Some sentences are Errorsin sentence structure
and varied in length and and demondrate some variety | awkwardly constructed, and | are frequent enough to
dructure. They flow in length and structure. The | they represent an occasiona | represent amgjor distraction
smoothly from oneto flow from sentence to digtraction for the reader. to the reader.
another. sentence is generdly smooth.




Word Choice

Word choiceis consstently
precise.

Word choiceis generdly
good. Thewriter goes
beyond the generic word to
find one more precise and
effective.

Word choiceis merdy
adequate, and the range of
wordsis limited. Some words
are used inappropriately.

Many words are used
ingppropriately, confusing the
reader. The writer may aso
use clichésand colloquia
language.




Criteria Exemplary Proficient Marginal Unacceptable

Grammar, Spdling, Thewritingisfreeor dmost | There are occasiond The writing has numerous Errors are so numerous that

Mechanics (i.e.,, Punctuation, | free of errors. violaions in the writing, but errors, and the reader is they obscure the meaning of

Italics, Capitaization, etc.) they don't represent amagjor | distracted by them. the passage. Thereader is
distraction or obscure the confused and stops reading.
meaning.

In addition, for scholarly

communications:

Use of References Compdling evidenceisgiven | Referencesto support clams | Although occasiond References are not cited to

to support clams and are generdly present. references are provided, the | support claims.

atribution is clear and farly
represented.

writer overrdieson
unsubstantiated statements.
The reader is confused about
the source of the idess.

Use of Mogt Recent Edition
of the Publication Manud of
the American Psychologica
Asociaion (APA)

APA format is used
accurately and conggtently.

APA format is used with
minor violations,

Format of document reflects
incomplete knowledge of
APA format.

Format of document is not
recognizable as APA.




