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For more than 20 vears, the Dartrmouth Atlas Project has docurnented glaring variations in
how medical resources are distributed and used in the United States. The project uses
Medicare data to provide comprehensive information and analysis about national,
regional, and local markets, as well as individual hospitals and their affiliated physicians,

These reports, used by policyrakers, the media, health care analvsts and others, have
radically changed our understanding of the efficiency and effectiveness of our health care
systern. This valuable data forms the foundation for many of the angoing efforts tao
improve health and health systems across America.

This website provides access to all Atlas reports and publications, as well as interactive
tools to allow visitors to wiew specific regions and perform their own comparisons and
analyses,

Further studies and data created with the support of the MNational Institute on Aging can be
found here. The goal of one study was to develop an instrument and conduct a survey of
Medicare beneficiaries, and to better understand the causes and consequences of
geographic variation in per capita expenditures for Medicare beneficiaries,

spotlight

Mew Study Underscores Importance of Regional ¥Yariations in Spending: An
article by Jason Sutherland, Elliott Fisher and Jonathan Skinner, published in the Mew
England Journa! of Medicine in Septermmber 2009, examines the key role of regional factors
in explaining wariations in health care spending. Some critics of the Dartrouth work have
asserted that individual health and sociceconomic status explain most of the variation
across U.S, regions. The Mew England Jouwrna! article by the Dartrnouth faculty uses data
from a national survey of Medicare beneficiaries to show that individual health status is a
major determinant of spending; beneficiaries in excellent health spend an average of
$3,469 per year, while those in poor health spend six times as much ($21,064%, Similarly,
low income Medicare enrollees spend more than high income enrollees. Howewver, these
factors combined could not explain away the wide regional variations in health care
expenditures, Specifically, the authors found that just 30% of the excess spending in the
highest-cost regions could be attributable to incorme and health, leaving the vast majority
of expenditures due to regional factors. The findings reinforce the longstanding Atlas
conclusions that the variations in spending across regions and hospitals provide evidence
of important opportunities to reduce the costs of U.5, health care.

Taming Wide ¥ariations in Spending Key to Health Reform-~ew Frgland Fournal
of Medicine Commentary from Dartmouth Atlas Project.

Huge inefficiencies in the U.5.
health rare cwcsterm are

Medicare Reimbursements Per Enrollee

http://www.dartmouthatlas.org

Provides comprehensive information using
Medicare data of the distribution and uses of
medical resources in the U.S.
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Births, Marriages, Divorces, and Deaths:
Provisional Data for March 2009,
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statistics and has FastStat, statistics available by

topic.



http://www.cdc.gov/nchs

EAFER-HEALTHIER: FEQPFLE

Search

What is WORNDERT

CDC Home Health Topics A-Z

CDC WONDER

WONDER Home Comtact Us Search

WOMNDER online databases utilize a rich ad-hoc query system for the analysis
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Also from the Dept. H&HS, has statistics,
trends and reports available for download,
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The National Data Book

Abstract Main PDF Version Earlier Editions
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Senvices g
Agriculture > The Statistical Abstract of the United States, published since 1878, is the suthoritative and comprehensive Popular Sgctlons
Arts, Recreation, & Travel N surnmary of statistics on the social, political, and ecanarmic organization of the United States. : Ezigrlﬁatmn
Banking, Finance, & Insurance 3 Use the Abstract as a convenient valume for statistical reference, and as a guide to sources of more information o Births & Deaths
Births, Deaths, Marriages, & Divorces » bath in print and on the Vweb » Labor Force
Business Enterprise b Sources of data incl!.lcle the Cn_ansus Elure_au,_Elureau of Labor Statistics, Bureau of Economic Analysis, and many Summary Statistics
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International Statistics 3 Abstract
[LETRTT [FOIES, [T i B The Abstract is also your guide to sources of other data from the Census Bureau, other Federal agencies, and
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Contains comprehensive summaries of statistics
on social, political and economic aspects of the
U.S. Contains information from both
governmental and private organizations.
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senior US policymakers.

WHAT'S NEW :: Today is: Friday, December 11

REGIONAL MAPS
December 04, 2009 - In addition to variocus governmental ~
and rmilitary updates, new photos have been introduced for
Sermany, Greenland, Italy, Malaysia, Maldives, and the

FLAGS OF THE WORLD United Kingdorn,

Nowember 13, 2009 - Recent elections and governmental
changes recorded for Afghanistan, Aruba, Fiji, Germany,
Haiti, Marshall Islands, Mongelia, Tunisia, and Uruguay. In
the Econormiy categary, sarme 20 maco-economic fields have
been updated with the latest data, Mew NASA space phatos=s
added for the Atlantic, Indian, and Pacific OQceans, as well as
for Mantserrat and the waorld; new ground photaos added for
Cambodia, France, and Luxembourg,

October 20, 2000 - In the Econormy category, all the energy-| .
related fields have been updated with the latest data;: new

<] e
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http://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-

factbook

Reference and statistical information
based on country or topic.
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