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SUMMARY

A stochastic model based on @ mixture of Poisson processes is proposed for the
borrowing of books from a library collection. In its simplest form the model requires the
specification of just two parameters which are easily estimated from circulation statistics
which are normally recorded by libraries. Using these estimates. the model is shown to
give reasonable agreement with data collected from a vanety of University libraries. In
view of the recommendations of the Atkinson Report, perhaps the main value of the
maodel lics in the ease with which it can be used to investigate possible consequences of
various types of changes in library management policy, including purchase of multiple
copies and relegation of stock.




