


Sandra Cisneros says, "Martín Espada is
the Pablo Neruda of North American
authors."

Espada was born in Brooklyn, New York
in 1957. He has published thirteen books
in all as a poet, editor and translator. His
eighth book of poems is called The
Republic of Poetry, just released by W.W.
Norton. His last collection, Alabanza: New
and Selected Poems (1982-2002), was
published by Norton in 2003, received the
Paterson Award for Sustained Literary
Achievement, and was named an
American Library Association Notable Book of the year. An earlier book,
Imagine the Angels of Bread (Norton, 1996), won an American Book
Award and was a finalist for the National Book Critics Circle Award.
Other books of poetry include A Mayan Astronomer in Hell’s Kitchen
(Norton, 2000), City of Coughing and Dead Radiators (Norton, 1993), and
Rebellion is the Circle of a Lover’s Hands (Curbstone, 1990). He has
received numerous awards and fellowships, including the Robert Creeley
Award, the Antonia Pantoja Award, an Independent Publisher Book
Award, a Gustavus Myers Outstanding Book Award, the Paterson Poetry
Prize, the Charity Randall Citation, the PEN/Revson Fellowship and two
NEA Fellowships. Most recently, he received a 2006 John Simon
Guggenheim Memorial Foundation Fellowship. His poems have appeared
in the The New Yorker, The New York Times Book Review, Harper’s,
The Nation, and The Best American Poetry. He has also published a
collection of essays, Zapata’s Disciple (South End, 1998); edited two
anthologies, Poetry Like Bread: Poets of the Political Imagination from
Curbstone Press (Curbstone, 1994) and El Coro: A Chorus of Latino and
Latina Poetry (University of Massachusetts, 1997); and released an
audiobook of poetry called Now the Dead will Dance the Mambo
(Leapfrog, 2004). A former tenant lawyer, Espada is a professor in the
Department of English at the University of Massachusetts-Amherst,
where he teaches creative writing and the work of Pablo Neruda.

Martin Espada

 



University of St. Francis

16th Annual

English Language and 
Literature Conference

March 16-17, 2007

Registration Form
Conferees are encouraged to preregister for the USF ELL Conference by
completing the form below and mailing it with registration and luncheon
fees to the University of St. Francis. You must preregister by March 10 to
attend the ELL Luncheon. (The USF cafeteria will be open for those
conferees not attending the conference luncheon.) Conferees may also
register the day the conference begins.

Name ________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________

Academic Affiliation ____________________________________________

nn Registration fee $15 per person
$5 for high school students with I.D.

nn Buffet luncheon (meat and vegetarian entrees) 
$15 per person; preregistration only.

Total enclosed ________________

Make checks payable to the USF ELL Conference.

Mail to:
Dr. Marcia Smith Marzec 
ELL Conference 
University of St. Francis 
500 Wilcox St.
Joliet, IL 60435.

          





16th Annual
Undergraduate Conference on

English Language and Literature

Friday, March 16

5:00-7:30 p.m.
Registration Moser Performing Arts Center

5:45-7:45 p.m.
Session 1 N-221

Ancient and Medieval Literature
Chair: Stephen Bivans, East Carolina University

“Euripides’ Iphigeneia at Aulis and the Pleasure Paradox in Tragedy”
Aimee Eichelberger, University of St. Francis

“Contrasted Heroes: ‘Glory’ and Death in Beowulf and the Iliad”
Chris Sheppard, University of Puget Sound

“Aesop and Chaucer: A Timeless Pair”
Betsy Dyk, Trinity Christian College

Session 2 N-219
World Literature  and Ideas

Chair: Mallory Troxel, University of St. Francis

“Sequence, Secrets, and the Active Reader: Kermode and Nabokov on Lolita”
Gwen E. Kirby, Carleton College

“Journeys of Growth and Disenchantment in Manuel Vázquez Montalbán’s
The Southern Seas”

Rachel Slough, Illinois Wesleyan University

“Beckett and Giacometti: Continuing a Dialogue”
G. Jeffrey O’Malley, Western Illinois University

“An Act of Love Ends a Lifetime Filled with Feelings of Unhomeliness: A
Post-Colonial Interpretation of Arundhati Roy’s The God of Small Things”

Sarah Visser, Eureka College

                   



Session 3 N-218
American Literature I            

Chair: James Schultz, University of St. Francis

“The Course of the Poet’s America: The Political Relevance of 
Williams and Stevens”

Michael Billotti, SUNY—Fredonia

“Christianity in Baldwin’s Go Tell It on the Mountain and Wright’s Black Boy”
Andrew Payton, Towson University

“Raymond Carver and Ann Beattie: An Investigation into Metonymic 
Positives and Negatives”

Wil Adams, Eureka College

“The Fight to Stay Alive: AVA and the Creative Process”
Amanda ReCupido, Illinois Wesleyan Univesity

Session 4 N-225
Men & Masculinity          

Chair: Jacob Hilton, Eureka College

“Huxley’s Masculinized New World”
Tricia Borgra, Joliet Junior College

“Hunting and Identity in Faukner’s ‘Was’ and ‘The Bear’”
Keith Hernandez, University of St. Francis

“Crisis in Masculine Identity in Two Tony Perotta Stories”
Aaron Ruder, Eureka College

8:00 p.m. MPAC Auditorium
The Republic of Poetry: A Reading by Martín Espada

Reception and book signing in the Studio Theater following the reading.

             



Saturday, March 17

8:00-9:00 a.m.
Registration/Coffee Moser Performing Arts Center

Studio Theater

9:00-10:15 a.m. MPAC Auditorium
Speaking the Unspoken Places in Poetry:

A Plenary Address by Martín Espada

10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Session 5 N-221
Medieval Literature I           

Chair: Christopher Giugler, University of St. Francis

“The Mongol Epic: A Moral Son Battles His Father’s Demons”
Kelsey Beach, Rice University

“The ‘Lost’ Mythology of Wales: The Mabinogion and Its Changing Role in
Literary History”

Ryan T. Goodman, East Carolina University

“The Augustinian Art of Reading: Identity and Caritas in Chrétien de Troyes’
Conte du Graal”

Keri Mikuska, University of Notre Dame

“’It is al another than it seemeth: Chaucer and the Self-Other Binary”
Benjamin Gunnink, University of St. Francis

Session 6 N-219
Shakespeare I             

Chair: Nicole Talaga, University of St. Francis

“A Winning Combination: Adequation of Petruchio and Katharina in
The Taming of the Shrew”

Alicia Dallman, Nebraska Wesleyan University

“Feste Reveals Man’s Multiple Selves in Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night”
Carey Baxter, Towson University

                



“Resolution, or Lack Thereof in Twelfth Night”
Rachel Shulman, Illinois Wesleyan University

“Watching Desdemona: Romantic Utopia in Othello”
Carina Saxon, Knox College

Session 7 N-218
British Literature           

Chair: Emily Hunt, Eureka College

“Therapy for Abandonment and Isolation: Narcissism in Mary Shelley’s
Mathilda”

Katherine Chi, Knox College

“Even Steamrollers Need Rocks in Their Path Cleared: How In Memoriam
Helped Pave the Way for The Origin of Species and The Descent of Man”

Melody Jue, University of California—Davis

“The Redcrosse Knight Goes Back to the Future: Using Lewis Carroll to Read
The Faerie Queene”

Beth Root, Knox College

“Victorianism and Modernism in E. M. Forster’s Howard’s End”
Allison Lenting, Trinity Christian College

Session  8 N-225
American Literature II             

Chair: Meagan Crandall, University of St. Francis 

“Robinson Jeffers and Ecofeminism”
Amy Rongaus, Eureka College

“Free Love and Antimatrimonialism in Spoon River Anthology: A Comparison
of Edgar Lee Masters and Percy Bysshe Shelley”

Melissa Webber, Towson University

“The Truest Act of Self: Janie’s Disconnection in Their Eyes Were Watching God”
JaNae Mayden, Eureka College

“The Tarnishing of the American Dream”
Carolyn Groenewold, Trinity Christian College

                         



Session 9 N-315
Female Characters and Feminist Readings I              

Chair: Sera O’Connor, University of St. Francis

“Rethinking the Revolution: Duty, Domesticity, and Defiance in
Mary E. Wilkins Freeman’s ‘The Revolt of Mother’”

Emily Toler, Denison University

“’You have to squash her every once in a while’: A Feminist Analysis of
Chang-Rae Lee’s Aloft”

Stephanie Papesh, Eureka College

“An Aesthetics of Healing: Reading of Maxine Hong Kingston’s No Name
Woman with Trin T. Minh-ha’s Woman Native Other”

Allison Backous, Trinity Christian College

“Living under the Gaze: How Callie Stephanides is Subject to the
Patriarchy in Jeffery Eugenides’ Middlesex”

Brett Duquette, Eureka College

12:30-1:30 p.m.
ELL Luncheon President’s and Moes Rooms

1:45-3:15 p.m.

Session 10 N-221
Medieval Literature II            

Chair: Amanda ReCupido, Illinois Wesleyan University

“Chaucer’s Reeve’s Tale: War of Wits or Folly of Fists?”
Stephen Bivans, East Carolina University

“The Fascination of the Clerk’s Tale”
Lindsay M. Anderson, Trinity Christian College

“Courtly Love, Marriage, and Misconception in the Franklin’s Tale”
Christopher Giugler, University of St. Francis

                     



Session 11 N-225
Post-Colonial Readings 

Chair: Rachel Shulman, Illinois Wesleyan University

“The Colonial Imperialism Comparison within The Poisonwood Bible”
Tracey Cappetta, Eureka College

“A Lawyer or a Gentleman?: A Post-Colonial Reading of Rishi Reddi’s
“Justice Shiva Ram Murthy”

Sara Joy Boeke, Eureka College

“Tata is Bängala: A Feminist and Post-Colonial Reading of
The Poisonwood Bible”

Angela Barry, Eureka College

Session 12 N-218
Contemporary Literature

Chair: Helen Laxner, University of St. Francis

“Power to the People: Religion and Economic Status in 
Charles Frazier’s Cold Mountain”

Jacob Hilton, Eureka College

“’So This Will Be the End’: The Consequences of Repression in 
Barbara Kingsolver’s The Poisonwood Bible”

Emily Hunt, Eureka College

“A Look into the Ecophilosophies of Disney’s Pocahontas”
Shalon Woolridge, Eureka College

Session 13 N-219
Theory

Chair: Aaron Ruder, Eureka College

“It’s All about Capitalism, Stupid!: Cognitive Mapping as (Post) Postmodern
Strategy in the Works of Faulkner and Pynchon”

Alan A. Scott, Elmhurst College

“Opinions up in the Air: A Marxist Reading of Aloft”
Danielle Rathbun, Eureka College

“The Inevitability of the End of Postmodernist Literature”
Colin Gruenwald, Elmhurst College

                 



Session 14 N-315
Language

Chair: Gina Gianfrancisco, University of St. Francis

“Prose, Verse, and Song: Shakespeare’s Women and Language Use”
Susan Slaviero, Lewis University

“Text-Speak: Hindrance to Written Language or Positive Transformation?
Courtney Kuiken, University of St. Francis

“Da Mare ‘n da Bears: Chicago’s Dialect”
Anne Verbic, University of St. Francis

3:30-5:30 p.m.

Session 15 N-221
Medieval Literature III

Chair: Keri Mikuska, Notre Dame University

“The Wife’s Lament: The Deception of the Narrator”
Meagan Crandall, University of St. Francis

"The Good Queen Medb: The Queen of Connaht in the Ulster Cycle
Carrie Kearney, East Carolina University

“The Divinity of Earthly Love in The Lais of Marie de France”
Andrew Dorkin, Illinois Wesleyan University

The Malleus Maleficarum’s Dissemination of Misogyny throughout 
European Society”

Nicole Elizabeth Justice, Christopher Newport University

Session 16 N-219
Shakespeare II 

Chair: Lena Vauters, South Suburban College

“’Off, off, you lendings!’: On King Lear
Matthew Hundley, Knox College

“Hamlet is a Copy: Shakespeare’s Use of Classical Texts as 
Inspiration for His Tragedies”

Elizabeth Care, Towson University

               



“Writing Revenge: The Influence of Hamlet and Revenge Tragedies on 
John Marston”

Kyle Jones, Elmhurst College

“Othello: The Trust in One Shatters All”
Lauren Boyadjian, University of St. Francis

Session 17 N-225
Female Characters and Feminist Readings II 

Chair: Sara Boeke, Eureka College

“Anna Laetitia Barbauld’s ‘The Rights of Women’: A Companion to
Wollstonecraft”

Danielle Yarbrough, Trinity Christian College

“Conformity or Condemnation: How the Sisters of Christina Rossetti’s ‘Goblin
Market’ Broke Out of the Patriarchal Mold”

Rochelle Turrisi, Eureka College

“Swans Taking Flight: A Feminist Perspective on The Mai”
Morgan Kirk, University of Central Florida

“An Object is Not a Person: Treatment of Women in Eugenides’ Middlesex”
Sarah Arnold, Eureka College

Session 18 N-218
The Novel 

Chair: Brett Duquette, Eureka College

“Dickens’ Our Mutual Friend: The Raising of Lizzie Hexam”
Teresa Ann Vega, Indiana University—South Bend

“Cutting to the Heart of the Matter: Further Exploration into 
Mrs. Dalloway’s Imagery”

Elyse VanderSpek, Trinity Christian College

“Operation Liberation: How Monroe Helped Ada in Frazier’s Cold Mountain”
Jayme Zobrist, Eureka College

“The Modern War: Lost Senses, Lost Innocence”
Derek De Haan, Trinity Christian University

5:30-6:30 p.m.
ELL Reception MPAC Studio Theater

                     



Previous ELL Guest Speakers
1992 Larry Heinemann 2000 Robert Creeley
1993 Gwendolyn Brooks 2001 Billy Collins
1994 Tillie Olsen 2002 Edward Hirsch
1995 Mary Gordon 2003 Phillip Lopate
1996 Eavan Boland 2004 Valerie Martin
1997 Li-Young Lee 2005 Marilyn Nelson
1998 Benjamin Bagby 2006 Eavan Boland
1999 Tobias Woolf

ELL Participants 1992-2007
Alverno College, Aurora University, Barnard College, Bennington College,
Benedictine University, Bentley College, Blackburn College, Bradley University, Bryn
Mawr College, Calumet College of St. Joseph, Cardinal Stritch College, Carleton
College, Carthage College, Catholic University of America, Chicago State University,
Claremont McKenna College, Coe College, Colby College, College of DuPage,
College of William and Mary, Colorado College, Columbia College, Concordia
University, Christopher Newport University, DePaul University, DePauw University,
Denison University, Dominican University, East Carolina University, Eastern Illinois
University, Elizabethtown College, Elmhurst College, Eureka College, Furman
University, Goshen College, Governors State University, Greenville College,
Hamilton College, Harvard University, Holy Cross College, Illinois College, Illinois
State University, Illinois Wesleyan University, Indiana University, Indiana University
Northwest, Ithaca College, Joliet Junior College, Kalamazoo College, Knox College,
Lewis University, Louisiana State University, Loyola Marymount University, Loyola
University of Chicago, Luther College, MacMurray College, Marquette University,
Millikin University, Meredith College, Middle Tennessee State University, Mount St.
Clare College, Mt. Mercy College, Nebraska Wesleyan University, New Mexico State
University, Northern Illinois University, Northwestern University, Ohio Wesleyan
University, Olivet Nazarene University, Oxford University, Prairie State Junior
College, Purdue University, Quincy University, Rice University, Roanoke College,
Rollins College, Roosevelt University, St. Ambrose University, St. Xavier University,
Santa Clara University, Sarah Lawrence College, Simmons College, Skidmore
College, South Suburban College, Southern Illinois University, Stetson University,
Stonehill College, SUNY- Brockport, SUNY - Fredonia, Texas A&M-Commerce,
The New School, Towson University, Trinity Christian College, Trinity College,
Wales, Trinity University, Truman State University, Tulane University, University of
California- Davis, University of California at Los Angeles, University of Central
Florida, University of Chicago, University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana,
University of Illinois at Chicago, University of Iowa, University of Kansas, University
of Nebraska-Omaha, University of Notre Dame, University of Puget Sound,
University of St. Francis, University of St. Thomas, University of Washington,
University of Washington-Seattle, University of Wisconsin-Madison, University of
Wisconsin-Whitewater, Vassar College, Wabash College, Wellesley College, Western
Illinois University, Western Michigan University, Wheaton College, College,
Wittenberg University, Yale University

    



Directions
The University of St. Francis is located 45 minutes from Chicago. It is easily
reached via I-55 (Stevenson Expressway), I-80 or I-355 (North-South Tollway).

The conference will be in the college’s main building, Tower Hall. Parking is
located directly north of the building.

From O’Hare Airport - Take I-90 east to I-294 south to I-55 south. Exit
Weber Road. Turn left (south) onto Weber Road. Take Weber Road to
Plainfield Road. Turn left (east) onto Plainfield Road. Take Plainfield Road to
Wilcox Street. Turn right (south) onto Wilcox Street. Continue on Wilcox
Street one block to the University of St. Francis.

From Midway Airport - Take Cicero Avenue north to I-55 south. Exit Weber
Road. Turn left (south) onto Weber Road. Take Weber Road to Plainfield
Road. Turn left (east) onto Plainfield Road. Take Plainfield Road to Wilcox
Street. Turn right (south) onto Wilcox Street. Continue on Wilcox Street one
block to the University of St. Francis.

Limousine Services
Plainfield Limousine - (800) 287-5408 - O’Hare or Midway to Joliet; $76
credit/$72 cash or check, first person, $5 each additional person; $70/$74 for
return (4 a.m. to 11:30 p.m.); call at least five days in advance.

Cox Livery Inc. - (815) 741-0583 - O’Hare or Midway to Joliet; $64 first
person, $5 each additional person (additional fee before 5 a.m. and after 10
p.m.). Call at least one week in advance.

          



Restaurants
Al’s Steak House - 1990 W. Jefferson St. (corner of Jefferson and Hammes);

(815) 725-2388

Applebee’s Neighborhood Grill and Bar - 2400 W. Jefferson St.;
(815) 729-1766

Cemeno’s Pizza - 1630 Essington Road; (815) 729-2220

Bakers Square - 2211 W. Jefferson St.; (815) 729-1513

Lone Star Steakhouse - 2705 Plainfield Road; (815) 436-7600

McBrody's - 73 W. Jefferson St.; (815) 726-8960

Texas Roadhouse - 3151 Toni Lane; (815) 577-9003

T.G.I. Friday -  1078 Louis Joliet Mall; (815) 254-1882 

Hotel Accommodations 
(Each of the following affords easy access to the University of St. Francis)

Comfort Inn - 135 S. Larkin Ave.; 815 744-1770
Take I-80 to Larkin Avenue north (exit 130B); hotel is on left past second
stoplight. Rates: $59.70 (including tax), double room. Mention USF ELL
Conference at time of reservation. Hotel has indoor pool and hot tub. Rooms
have wireless Internet access. Call for reservations before March 2.

Holiday Inn - 411 S. Larkin Ave.; 815 729-2000 or 800 465-4329
Take I-80 to Larkin Avenue north (exit 130B); turn left at first stoplight.
Rates: $73.45 (including tax), single or double room. Mention USF ELL
Conference at time of reservation. Hotel offers fitness center and full service
restaurant, 80-North Steakhouse. Rooms have wireless Internet access. Call for
reservations before Mar. 2.

Shuttle Service
Shuttle service will be provided from the above hotels to the University of 
St. Francis at the following approximate times:
Friday, March 16 4:45 p.m., leave hotels

10 p.m., return
Saturday, March 17 7:45 a.m., leave hotels

7 p.m., return

                        




