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Phi Alpha Honor Society Induction

On March 3, 2021, the Department of Social Work honored
nine students , Megan Allensworth, Avery Hannig, Megan
Little, Marina Mikic, Shannon O’Brien, Dariana Ortiz,
Elizabeth Ponce, Julie Sander, and Angelica Flores, as they
were inducted into the Phi Alpha Honor Society. The
purpose of Phi Alpha Honor Society is to provide a closer
bond among students of social work and promote
humanitarian goals and ideals. Phi Alpha fosters high
standards of education for social workers and invites into
membership, those who have attained excellence in
scholarship and achievement in social work. The induction
ceremony was held virtually via Zoom.

Social Work Scholarship Fundraiser
The Department of Social Work Scholarship Committee hosted a virtual
Scholarship Fundraiser throughout the month of March 2021. Each
year the Department of Social Work at USF offers scholarships to
students in the BSW and MSW programs. By helping these students
pay for college, we are investing in the future of our graduates as future
social workers in the community. The department was able to offer
three big ticket items and eleven themed baskets. The donations were
split between the three scholarships the department offers, Dr.
Christine Ponquinette Scholarship, Dr. James P. McCabe
Scholarship, and Dr. Billie Terrell Multicultural Scholarship. The
drawing took place March 31st, 2021 and the fundraiser was a
tremendous success!

Recognition of Awardees
On May 7 of 2021, the Department of Social Work recognized five students during the Graduation
Celebration with awards from the department. Brandi Mullins was the recipient of the Meritorious
Service Award. This award recognizes a senior who has been personally responsible for providing
outstanding service to a department, program or college and who best represent the university’s
values of Respect, Compassion, Service and Integrity. Hannah Schilling was awarded the Dr.
Christine Ponquinette Scholarship. This scholarship is awarded annually to an undergraduate junior
or senior majoring in social work or a graduate student, based upon academic excellence, and
financial need. Avery Hannig and Megan Little were awarded the Dr. James P. McCabe Scholarship.
This scholarship was established in 1996 and is awarded annually to a junior or senior pursuing a
degree in social work. An application must be submitted and awards are based on factors including
academic achievement, community involvement and financial need. Rosa Mejia was awarded the Dr.
Billie Terrell Multicultural Scholarship. This scholarship is intended to support the advancement of
MSW level students of color who contribute to the profession and society in the area of leadership.
Recipients must demonstrate financial need, academic excellence, community involvement, service,
and leadership skills.

Dr. Ogbuagu Presents

Dr. Buster Ogbuagu presented the topic
entitled, “White ivory spaces & Black academics
ghettos: Race & microaggressions musings of a
Black professor in a predominantly White
institution in the United States, Teaching While
Black!” on Wednesday, February 24, 2021. The
event was hosted by Diversity and Equity
Committee (DEC) Conversation Series [School of
Social Work], Dalhousie University, Halifax, Nova
Scotia, Canada for Commemorates African
Heritage Month.

Panel discussion with
Dr. Audrey Davis
Dr. Audrey Davis was invited to participate in a panel discussion
on “Reinforcing Sameness, Static Bodies, Static Interventions:
Reimagining Diversity and Inclusion in Social Work Education,
Classrooms and Practices”.
Dr. Davis’s topic was “Exploring the Challenges and Triumphs of
Making Social Work Pedagogy Work in Multicultural,
Multidisciplinary, and Multifarious Classrooms in America's MidWest”. The event was hosted by Dalhousie University's School of
Social Work, Diversity and Equity Committee Conversation Series
on Wednesday, March 24, 2021.

Virtual CEU Event
The Department of Social Work
presented Mindfulness in Social
Work Practice. This virtual CEU

event was taught by social work
faculty Dr. Laura Honegger and
Dr. Dan Knapp on Wednesday,
April 7, 2021, They discussed
mindfulness-based interventions
for direct practice, mindfulness
for social workers, preventing
burnout, and provided
demonstrations and practice of
mindfulness.

"Mindfulness is a way of befriending ourselves and our experience" ~
John Kabat-Zinn
Spring Faculty Forum
Professor Joyce Kraus, Dr. Kyung-Mee Choi, and Dr. Laura Honegger presented the topic
entitled “International Social Work Students in Field Education: A Cross-Cultural Exploration to
Inform Best Practices” in the Spring Faculty Forum at USF on April 29, 2021. This research
proposal has been accepted by the Council on Social Work Education (CSWE) at the 67th
Annual Program Meeting in Orlando, FL, November 4-7, 2021.
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Student Research Projects
On April 29 and May 6, 2021, students of Dr. Alicia McLaughlin’s Advanced Research course
presented their USF IRB approved research projects via Zoom. We congratulate them on
disseminating such thoughtful and insightful knowledge.
Jonquil Chason: “Removing Domestic Violence Service Delivery Barriers: Telehealth
During COVID'
Angelica Flores: “Strong Children Today, Strong Adults Tomorrow: The Affect of
Witnessing Domestic Violence on Adulthood
Alejandra Zamudio: “Movement, Muscles, and Mental Minds: How Exercise Relates
to Your Happiness”
Jessica Terrell: “Does Health and Wealth Relate?: The Relationship Between Income
and Eating Habits”
Francesca Zarate: “COVID Resources: Where are They for Low Income People”
Jenna Lanoue: “So You’re Adopted?: Societal’s Harmful Perceptions and its Affect on
Korean Adoptees
Sean Herbert: “COVID Stress and Performance for Student-Athletes”
Marissa Gillium: “How Generational Trauma Can Change Your Psyche”
Kailynn Fielding: “Challenges of Family Caregivers: Who Cares for the Invisibles?”
Davisha Pulley: “Healthy Cultural Paranoia: Does it Still Exist for COVID-19
Vaccinations?”

Spring Macro Projects

Spring Macro Projects were presented on April 30,
2021. The virtual event began with a Continuing
Education presentation by Dr. Audrey R. Davis,
Department Chair, entitled "Non-racist v. Antiracist: Committed to “DO” and Not Just Be."
Following Dr. Davis’s presentation, 23 BSW/MSW
students shared and discussed their macro
projects with faculty and Agency supervisors. The
Macro Project is developed with an objective that
it will benefit the agency, another organization or
institution, or the community their agency is
serving--with a goal of enhancing the functioning
and well-being of the organization or the
community; allowing the agency to better meet its
mission with regard to the target system of its
intervention. In lieu, the student recognizes
through research and development--warranted
needs within the agency and community that are
necessary to be addressed.

Hats Off to the Graduates!
On May 7, 2021, the Social Work Department
jubilantly celebrated their BSW & MSW
graduates with a virtual Graduation
Celebration via Zoom. There were four BSW
graduates and sixteen MSW graduates. To
add a personal touch to the virtual event,
students were asked to answer a few
questions about the time they spent in the
BSW/MSW Program, provide a meme that
represents their experience in the Social
Work Program and add a picture of
themselves in their cap. The Social Work
Faculty was able to incorporate the students'
responses to the questions as each graduate
was introduced and celebrated.

Self-Care Brochure
A group of students within Dr. Laura Honegger’s Advanced Generalist
Practice II course decided to create a self-care brochure for USF social work
students, which provides self-care resources, tips, and activities.

School Social Work Concentration
The ISBE approved the Department of
Social Work's proposal for a School
Social Work Concentration in January
2021. The department is happy to
announce that four MSW students are
already enrolled in the first class that
will be offered in this new
concentration for the fall semester
2021, SWRK 671A -School Social Work
Practice and Policy I. There are six
classes in total that will be required for
the MSW Program School Social Work
Concentration.

Online MSW Program

The online Master of Social Work (MSW) program at the
University of St. Francis has been approved by Council on Social
Work Education (CSWE) and will be offered for the Fall 2021
semester. The online MSW program is available nationwide and
provides graduates with the advanced social work knowledge and
skills necessary to meet the needs of diverse individuals, families,
and communities. Online MSW students take classes with faculty
members who have rich and varied clinical and policy expertise,
and students obtain real world experience by interning within
their local community. Come find your passion within our online
MSW program! Visit our website by clicking the link:
https://www.stfrancis.edu/social-work-msw/

MSW Open House
An MSW open house was held on Wednesday,
May 19, 2021, via Zoom. We had ten RSVPs and
seven attendees at the event. We shared interests,
career goals, expectations, needs, etc. especially
in the School Social Work concentration and
online MSW program with prospective students.
We had a lot of positive and supportive
interactions with students and shared helpful
information about our unique MSW program,
admissions, and financial aid.

Upcoming Events
BSW Open Houses
The BSW Program will host Open Houses for Fall 2021 via Zoom:
August 21, at 9 a.m.,
September 23 at 6 p.m.,
October 9 at 9 a.m.,
November 11 at 5 p.m.,
December 18 at 9 a.m.
Anyone who is interested in learning more about our program, please email BSW program
director Dr. Dan Knapp at DKnapp@stfrancis.edu for the link!
Summer Macro Project/Supervisor Appreciation Event will be held on August 6, 2021, 9 am – 11
am.
Virtual Field Supervisor Orientation will be held on August 20, 2021, 9:30 am – 11 am
Mandatory New and Returning Student Kick-Off will be held on August 26, 2021, 9 am – 3 pm.
Advisory Board Meeting will be held on September 28, 2021, 5:30 pm – 6:30 pm.

